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eaten MUNICIPAL POLICE. : 
Section 1, Special Branch... dddddf me 
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i 
REre ey Date arch 10. bea ae 1998 
Subject Suicide of #1, Scherbakof£, Soviet Citizens 
mguscuesssgceececssseassesetes WiisweiedeSt cuuanssnesende dace sicccumesmabeenseesanss asks sceted atnencns nesteaeeawacseseceueass sestacstasn HL sana eesteewec ceases ececreeseseseteetreess 
Made by....D2Sele Prokofiev. eee Forwarded by...... Co oe ot © SE a 


the inquest held in the Public .iortuary,#iuochow 


Hoad, on 7-5-3538 resarding the death of ir. o.1. Scherbakoff, 
Soviet citizen, was attended by the undersigned. iothing was % 
revealed during the proceedings to which a political significance - 
could be attached. 
fhe Russian pro-Soviet newspaper “Novosti Jnia" in 

the issue dated 7-3-36 mentioned home-sickness as the likely i 
reason of sccherbakoff's suicide, aut after the inquest abandoned 
this tneory. . 

afanasy ivanovich Scherbakoff ,resided in Shunghai 
since 1920 or 1921 . tt is reported that he obtained a nawnee 


passport in 1924,when the Soviet SOREL ets -Senexet was established! 


aN NM BENS is) sn giana 


in this city. He was known to this office as an associate of 
Soviet employ: 28 and agents and at one time was suspected of veing; 


a secret soviet agent. 


». C. ( Special Branch) 


Se ee rd 


spe 


Wise. 90/58 Sinza 
25th Narch, 586 
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Sir, 


On 18/3/38, one cheque book, one noté book, one 


vVrist watch, $2.40 and:.55 Yen, the property of deceased, 


vere handed over at this station te Mr. L. & rgel, of the 


U.S.5.R. Consulate, The renainder of deceased*s proye rty 


in Room 530, Foreijmm Y.}§.C.A. Bubbling Well Road was taken > 


over by Mr. Fergel on 21/3/386 


Yours obediently, 


Were ie 


"AEN SPANO NEAR ANN IRB Ee Ss ABO Bl dll est has Ju i 


&t fouine PO iced 


Wisc. 90/78 : Sinza 
8th Maréh, 58. 
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Suieide ef U.S.3.%. Citizen Mr, A. Scherbakoff. 
Sir, 
. An inquest regarding the death of Mr. A. Seharbakof? 
was held in the Pubiite Mortuary, Kieeshew Road, on the : 
morning of 7/5/58, Precurator ‘Soong Kang San presiding; 
Mr. Mche Conetantinov U.S.8.R. Viee Consul, attended, and 
D¥#i Prokofiev was also present. | 

At the conclusion of the proceedings the following 


verdict vas handed down:- 


"Death due to gunshot wound, Body toe be 4 
removed by Yr. M.A. Conetantinev. Pistol ; 
te be handed to police for disposal.” i 


The procurator ata not order the senied letters ani 


parcels left by deceased to be opened, giving it as his 
opinion that this eamf disposal of deceased's other i 


property should be dealt with by the U.S.S.R. Consulate. 
After the inquest, Mre Constant inov opened the 


contained a reqiest for the disposal of his body :nf the 
; yt Ky liquidation of his business, ete. no reesen far the 
suieide being given. 4 cheque fer $2,000.00, .bhe weye ee 
deceased's office at 258 Wenking Road, ani decensed’s 
paesport, were eusiloesed,. é : 
It would eppear that deceased contemplated coking A 


i 
letter adfreased to the U.S.5.R. Consulate. Samp merely | 


5 
' 
' 


4 : iv - 
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his life for some time, as it has now been learned that 
during the past week he ws stndving a book on anatomy 


evidently te gain knowledge of vite] spots of the body, 
while he made enquiries regerding the eost ef a funeral 


from Mr. Vasien, whe told himthat $1,000.00 would be 
required. It has alse t en learned that deceased applied 
some time ego to the 0.S8.S.R. Consulate fore visa to 


visit Russia, but was refused. Apart from this, nothing 
hms deen found to imiicate that the deceased took his life 


for peliticel ressons. 


The body of decensed has been removed te the premises | 


ef the International Funeral Dir-ctors, Kieechow Road, and 
the funere] arrengenents ere being made by the U.S.S.R. 


Consuls te. 
Deceased's effects in Room 550, Y.¥.C.A. Bullading, 


will be taken over by Mr. ConstentinevJ.S.BsR. Vice 


Censul, im the course of the next few days. 
Pistol and emmnition sent to'A.I.S. P.M.7/"%/S8. 


Yours obediently, 


ROWE ee 


aye ome ryt 


‘March 6th. 38. 
1. 


eee eet ee ONL hoe 
Sir, , . 
At 10.1Qa.m.e on 6<5<38, a telephone- message was 
received at this Station fran the Yoreign YoMeCeA. 
Pubbiling Vell Road, to the effect that a foreign resident 
Mr. Ae Scherdaboff, had comitted suicide in Reom 550 of 
the above institution, - , “3 

8.1. Dumean, C.-C. 132 and the undersigned preceeded 
to the scene, and were shown to Reom 530 by Nr. Wad. 


Senmmidt, assistant secretary. 


fur ceri dressed in pyjanas, was lying face upwards in # pool of 
S 


&y ee congealed bleed, which had exuded from a gunshot wound at 
3 ges the tep of the skull... Both hands were lying across the 
Ae > ae Ss 

ee abdemen and were covered by a mirror whieh had deen 


detached for a chest of drawers in the room. In the 
right hand, the deceased grespea a “welley & scott 352 
automatic piste], maker's Mo. 98075, (unlicensed ). du new 
yeh . condition.’ There was one reund in the breegh and six 
a in the magasine. One spent cartridge case, and one buile 


Ms ; m @ wardrobe in the seem, the felleving articles were 


co ~ Qn a bed in the room, the dead body of a male foreigner, 


+ 
3 


i 


: 


heed of the deseanel, were found: lying smong the bedelethen, 
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(2) one box oon taining 49 rounds of .32 “Colt” 
ammunition. 
(2) One box contairiing 25 rounds ‘of ed2 ammunition. 
Belgian make, 
(3 a Bl holster. 
ing Dhan packets which haf contained maces 
" Cablets, and a Freeeipt fer ame, 
wine $3.80, iseued by the Chinese Dis- 
pensary, Yoochew Road, to Mire og ga 207 
Yardoen Bulliding, dated lst Mareh, 19 
(5) one Y.N.CoA. tonsup, with a white geome ny sube tance 
believed to be veronal, adhering to the sides. 


. Pound iying on the tep of a chest of drawers in the 
room Was an wmeenled envelope bearing the inseription 

in Englisht- "fj all my frienés. Last few words". The 
envelope contained a sheet of business writing paper with | 
the heading “A. dherbakeff, VYeollen Piece Goods, 233 : 
Wemking Read, Reem 207", on which the follewing nessacge 


was writtes. ; 7 


“fe all ny friends last few bong ig 

Im S aking my life because I noticed that 
I a om the decline and because I don’t want 

te ve a Witness of my own slow fading and 

des true tien. 

Ye ether w Giseontinuamees ef ny being i 
I eoneider as avoidamee of wiyleasaent precess. { 
Anyhow I thmmk ny fate fer joys and serrevs, 1: 

Good every ry 

(signet ) Ae gehe %, 

Also found on the tep ef the chest of drawers were 


the feliering to 
(2) one sealed nade gs gta to Ne, Le: meiiidliey 


ae ee re 


NS wees 


AN a ere 
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(5) one vook entitied “I photegraph Russia" containing 
tse "“fhis book belongs to the resident of Room 

In afidition to the above, a sealed letter addressed 
to lr. VeB. Hines, Business 3ecretary of the Foreign 
YeMeCoAc, left on the chest of drawers, was removed 
vefore the arrival of Police by Nr. Sehmidt and handed 
to if. Mines. 

Prom enquiries made, it was ascertained that the 


deceased was a U.S.5.N. citizen named A. Seherbaloff, age — 


about 48, woollen piece goods merchant with business 
premises at Reom 207, Nos. 235 Nanking Reef. Sinee 
Pebruary 1936 he has resided in Reom 550 ef the Yereign 
YoUeCoAe Bubbling Well Road. He was last seem alive at 
about 9eS0pe on 53038, by a room boy named Lee Te 
twan (473%), who took him a cup of tea to his reo, 
At 9250neme on 605-38, a room boy named Ling Kwaung Kwei 
(4224 4)) went to the room to call deceased, ami receiving 
no answer, opened the locked door with his key Fe 
ebserved the unnatural appearance of deceased, and 
immediately reported to Mr. Schmidt, who prvesedied te the 
room and nefe an examination. As reported abeve, Mr. 
Sohmidt removed the letter addressed to kr. Hines, ané 
the latter reported the matter to this station by 
telephone. = 

‘Yrem the evidense wmilethe, it would appear that the 
deseased first coumquet the age iets of the vorenal pesket 
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mixed with liquid in the teasup, then lay down in bed 
and shot himself with the pistol, Macing the nuzzle 
of the weapen in his mouth. i% apparently used the 
mirrer to assiat him in this action. The exact time at 
whieh he committed suicide has net been established as 


aur 


NO person in the building could remember hearing the sound | 


of a shet. 

Mvre SeG. Vasian, who resides in Reem SRO of the 
YelleCeAe and who is a friend of the deceased, was inter- 
viewed. He stated that he has known the deceased for the 
Past fifteen years, and formerly lived tegether with him 
at Ho. 17 Rue Paul Henry, Freneh Conceasion. As far as 
he knew, the deceased came to Shanghai about 1921, and 


was previously a yartmer in the business of Nr. Le Kosloff, : 


61 Fanking Read, wut left there and started his ow tusi- 
ness about three years age. For the past week the 
deceased complained of a severe cold, but was not confined 
te his reom. The last eccasion on whieh he was seen by 
Nv. Vusian was about Tpeme on SeS<58, when they met in 

the cerrider eutside deceased's voom. ‘The deceased then 
complained that he 444 not feel wei, tut gaye ho. indisae 
tion that he intended te take his life. ir. Vast was 


‘unable to afvanees any reason for the deseased wishing es 


end his life, as he welfeved him to be in eenfertume 
cirewumeteneces end without any worries. : 
In the letter written Se xr. Hines, te deovenet states | 


et Nene epg Hee an ene Te ene tee EL Me etl nd A OREM Lhe Majeed Nk 
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that he liad enclosed in his letter te the Usiiese. 
Sonsulate, nan cheque or the Yongkong ané Shanghas Tank, 
Woe 21243517 for 21,000.00, for the mryose of having his 
body erenated, and also requested them to dispose of hin 
goods and liquidathis business at 255 Nanking; Road. 
Enclosed in \y. Hines's letter were the undernentioned 
cheques and money with the following requests:-= 

(1) Ome cheque No. 1243519 for ang ge for deceased's 
office boy, lung Ting Vaung ie@ymour load. 

(2) one cheque Wo. 124320 for f50.00 and $70.00 in 
notes. $40.00 for Chinese servents and £60.00 
for Russian watchmer in the Y.el'.CeAn Brdlding. 

The letter concluded with an apology for the trouble 
he way causing, and asked Hr. Hines to acaert his 
(deceased's) seal as a gift. 

Yr. Kosloff, 61 Nanking Road, could not be located on 
6-338. Deceased's office boy, tung Ting Vaung was 
located in his home at No. 26, Lane 180 Seyriour Road, 
but he was unable to supply any useful infornation. 

The body of deceased was renowed by 5.°°.5. aubulance 
to the General Hospital, where the following certificste 
War: issued:- 

“fhis is to certify that I have examined a male 


Rusaian and found that he was dead on arrival 
at the hospé tal. 


(Signed) G. Chambers, 
Resident Nedical supt.*. 
Dre Chambers gnve it as his opinion that death had 
occurred about five hours previous to his receiving the 
body, which would place the tine befere 5.50%sme on 


6235-38. 


- 4 


fate 
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The body was remowed to the ~ublic Mortuary, Yiaochow 
Road, where an inquest will be held on the noming of 
Jese38e. All witnewuses have been warned to attend. The 
UeSeliiels Consulate was informed and a representative will 
attend the inquest. 


Dete Pitts, Special 3eanch, was informed, and arrange- 


Qe . mente were nade for a nember of above branch to be 
ss! : a present at the inquest when the sealed letters will be 
0 & 7 P 
we. wr opened, as the suicide of deceased may have sone political 
ws 
- } significance. 
Sie. ‘ sn inventory of deceased's effects in Room 530, 


YelleCele DUilding, (attached) wa; taken by the undere 
signed, and the room door sealed in the presence of Nr. 
3Sehmidt, Assistant Secretary, pending the result of the 
inquest, 

DeSele GOloolkoLff, Bubbling Vell Station was informed 
and he attended this Station. 

DeQe, WeldeOe “3B” Division informed, 

Copy to Special Branch. 


Yours obedien sie 


aime ‘ dh J>.3. 240. . 
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Sinza Misc. 90/38 


List of Effects of Mr. Ae 3cherbakoff (Deceased) in Room 5%0 
YM.C.A. Building, Bubbling Yell Road. 


le One 
2. One 
x. One 


4e 27 books (various), 


5. One 


9e One 


"Marvin" gold wrist watch, 

large size "Kodak" camera, 

se%®chess-men and board, 

ornament in “orm of seal, 

wardrobe trunk contsining six suits and one raincoat, 
empty leather suitesse, 

leather suitense conteining two dress jacketa and 
vests, and two Sunmer jackets, 

suitease containing one sat ledy's pyvjimas, 2 dress shirts, 
S tennis shirts, 1 scarf, 1 box photorrnphs, 1 woollen 
vest, 1 pillow, 1 pair riding bre-ches. 


10. In wardrobe:- 1 dressing gown, 1 bathrobe, 1 kimono, 1 over- 


coat, 3% jackets, % vests, 5 pairs pants, 1 Sunmer suit, 

1 shirt, 44 ties, 5 hats, 1 scarf, 23 gramqghone records, 
1 pair riding boots, 1 pair black shoes, 2 pairs Summer 

shoes, 1 pair tennis shoes. 


11. In chest of drawer:- 10 shirts, 8 Summer shirts, 1 photo 


album, 6 collars, 4 watch straps, 2 peirs cuffs, 2 belts, 
4 handkerchiefs, 22 pairs socks, 5 stiff collars, 1 pair 
suspenders, 1 pair braces, % towels, * pillow cases, 

3 pairs vyjimes, 9 pieces underwear, 1 pullover, 2 mirs 
riding breeches, 4 swinming suits, $ pairs khaki pants, 

2 pairs shorts, 1 p:ir stockings, 1 singlet, 1 pair 
glovers, 10 pillow cnses, 1 table cover, 2 kimono, 

1 bathrobe, 1 leather strap, 2 pairs spectacles.in ca-es, 
1 pair eyeglasses in case, 1 fountain pen, 2 $1.00 notes, 
1 #10 piece, 2 #5 pieces, 1 50 sen pisce, 1 5 sen piece, 
1 box studs, 1 seal. , 


12, In table drawer:- Personal pavers, 1 cheque book, 1 notebook, 


1 Red Cross brdsre, and 1 bunch keys. 
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Popular Soviet 


Citizen Here! 


Is Found Dead: 


A, 1. Scherbakoff* Shot | 


rough Head; Left 
Suicide Notes 
Believed to have shot himself 


through the head with an automa- 
tic revolver. Alexander I. Scherba- 


10 o'clock. i 
An ambulance rushed to the; 
scene immediately eftcr the discov-; 
ery which caused. an uproar in the- 
public building, brought the man to: 
the General Hospital dead. Scher 
bakoff was not a member of any; 
volunteer body, and the weapon 
with which he is ‘thought to have 
ended his life was a private revol- 
ver. The bullet entered the head, 
passing through the brain and 
causing instantaneous death. 


Body At Morgue 

The body is now at the Kiao- 
chow Road mortuary, awaiting an 
inquest to be held this morning. 

The deceased left several letters 
to close friends indicating suicide. 
These letters were in the hands of 
the S. M. Police, unopened, last 
night, and their contents will bse 
divulged at this morning's inquest. 

Scherbakoff has been in Shang-| 
hai for some time, and for more! 
than two years has been residing! 
in the Foreign Y.M.C.A. He wan| 
the- proprietor of @ firm bearing his 
name with offices in the Hardoon! 
Building, 283 Nanking Road, deal- 
ing in woolen piece goods. It has 
been ascertained that he has no 
relatives in Shanghai, bis nearest 
i}kin at present residing in Moscow. 

While the reason for his alleged 
‘}suicide i« expected to be fully ex- 
‘|plained in the letters he has left: 
behind for friends, it was noti 
[known up to a _Jate hour last night. 
what prompted the shooting. ot| 
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quaintances discredited reports of 
financial. stress, and it has been 
ascertained that during his two- 
year residence at the Foreign “Y.” 
he co never once behind in his 
rent. : ‘ 
During his stay in Shanghai, the 
ceceased has ‘ developed many 
friendships both in and outside the 
Foreign Y.M.C.A.~He- was. consi- 
dered one of the exemplary and 


most ponular residents of the 


institution. 
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DEAD 
“Y”. : 


Shot Through Head With 
Small Pistol; Found 
.Dead By-Room Boy 


Mr, A. I. Scherbakoff, 48-year-old 
citizen ©! “SS.R., was found 
dead in his room on’ the fifth floor 
of the Foreign Y.M.C.A. on Bubbling 
Well Road by the room boy yester- 
day morning. Upon the resident 
manager being called, the latter 
summoned an ambulance, which im- 
mediately conveyed.the Russian to 
the General Hospi but he was 
found to be beyond medical aid upon 
arrival. There was a bullet wound 
in his head. 


Detectives of the Sinza Road 
Police Station were yesterday in- 
vestigating circumstances and rea- 
sons leading to the elderly Russian’s 
tragic death. Several leiters were! 
left in his room' by the deceased.) 
These will be opened at the‘ inquest . 
to be held this morning at the Kiao-' 
chow Road Mortuary. , 4 


The man was last seen alive at 
‘about nine o'clock on Saturday 
night, and he must have, died be-' 
tween that hour and ten o'clock 
yesterday morning, when the boy 
went into his room and found him; 
lying on his bed. 

The deceased: was a piece-goods 
merchant and had resided for about 
a year at the Foreign Y.M.C.A. He 
had no relatives in ‘Shanghai. 


RUSSIAN FOUND 
CAT FOREIGN: 
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Inquest Finds 
Soviet Citizen 


‘Took Own Life . 


Scherbakoff Letters 


State Desire To Be 
Cremated__ 
i Cmate 


A verdict of suicide was returnec 
at -the inquest of Alexander I. 
Scherbakoff, 47-year-old Soviet 
citizen who shot himself through 
the head with an automatic 
revolver in his room at the 
YM.A., 150 Bubbling Well Road, 
Sunday morning. The inquest was 
held at the Kiaochow Road mortu- 
ary yesterday morning, when letters 
written by the deceased to friends 
were opened. 

The letters showed that in 
faking his own life, the late Mr. 
Scherbakoff did not act upon im- 
pulse, as its contents reveal pre- 
meditation. In them, he expressed 
‘a desire to be cremated, and lef: 
instructions for the disposal of his 
property in Shanghai. 

Mr. Schervakoff was found dead 
in his room by the boy at 9:50 
o’clock Sunday morning, shot 
through the head. A fired revolver 
lay by his-side. His death, believed 
to have occurred not more than two 
hours before, is said to have been 


instaneous, the bullet passing 


through the brain. 

&cherbakoff has been a resident 
of Shanghai for several years, put- 
ting up at the Foreign Y.M.C.A. for 
more than two years during: which 
fe was looked upon as one of the 
exemplary and most popular re- 
siuents of the institution. He was 
the proprietor of a woollen piece 
goods firm bearing his name with 
offices in the Hardoon Building, 233 

Nanking Road. He has no relatives 
in Shanghai, his nearest kin resid- 
ing in Moscow. 

In his letters, the deceased gave 
no concrete reason for his drastic 
action, but inferred that he was 
tired of life in general. If the de- 
eeased had any financial worries, 


these’ are not knéwn. to his close} 


triends. 
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Form Ne. 2 : TOP EPRUAL BETES "No. 
Sarasa wr 1 
lias sicaiaie | SHANGHAI MUNICIPAL POLICE. 


REPORT 


Subject (in full). Arrival of A.I.Scherbakoff ane. Mre and Mrs F.I.Zaviantzeff, © 
Soviet Citizens. 


Made by. . ... _D.S.Prokofiev Forwarded by ny rm va ht é 
SSS Sa 5 
‘ __The undermentioned Soviet citizens arrived in Shanghai, 


_by_the s.s. Choshun Marus- pista ee tee. Sen gence 


_A.I. Scherbakoff _...._____—« Suspected Soviet secret agent t 
present employed as manager with 


: ___Kosloff's, 107 Nanking Roads 
Resides at Windsor House, 941 — ae 


____Bubbling Well Road. _ 


__—Glerk in the employ of the local 


F.I. Zaviantseff 
a 1 SE Ree ee a nau 
10. 7? 7! . : a office of the Chinese Eastern 
; Railway. Resides at No.455 Rue 
ee ee ae ae Lafayette, Aptele  __ = 
_Mrs. Zaviantzeff «sss Wife of above. 
: eee = " ' <. x2 Ke er, Soabencoas 
Dé « Ss. 
Officer i/e Special Branche _ vacant heticsest hata ha eel 
viata sions dierent a | 
i 
= aa 
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REPORT 


Subject (in full)... “£Dartere OF A.T. “everdex- Et, 


Made by. + 6+ Zreketicv. Forwarded by 


_. The wncer ent? net Soviet citizen lett 
echal for Teinetaco_cn duly 2:, 931 by the s.s. Noten. 
a (ee Maru. 
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sates aastommiceneemtenam _us. Henager at_L. Kosloff's No. 107. 


I, Schertskoff __.s—s§$ Susrected Soviet sec. et ascent, errioyes . 


File_No. 
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SHANGHAI MUNICIPAL POLICE. eegRe ES 
i 


a He Qe Bites Bese, ation, 
REPORT , SES. 2. 


K 
subject (in full), ....Me Me. Ie Scherbanoff 0... 
? 


Made by____. DeS* Suhoff. Forwarded by. CoDeTe Muamter ene 


___wr. A. I. Scherbanoff --- Suspected Soviet Agent, the manager 


of Kezloff's Millinery Store in Nane- 


ee re Pee ae eee | Nar eae king Road, removed on the December 1, . 
Lp eet igs og a 1930, from 37 Carter Road to Mayfair 


Mansion, 15la Bubbling Well Roade 
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. File No. 
SHANGHAI MUNICIPAL POLICE. pet 
SHANGHAI REUEIEIH SAL POLICE 
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# ‘REPORT 
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Made by _DeSie Paddeeff. Forwarded by 


sh Eg 
id Nn oe The undermentioned Soviet citizen arrived in _ 


___ Shanghai from Tsingtao on August 22, 1930 by the 
|S eB “Hoten Maru." 
_ fe Scherbakoff- 


hie ave 


= — ~ 2 ‘+ 


3 
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= ‘ __ Manager of “Le Kozloff® = 
Re - _ Millinery Shop, No, 107 #3. =: 
Ls : Nanking Road. ae 


_He_ resides at Hos 37 _ 


ane ee eh ERT IOS IIIS APO TEINAE LEY STE TBO Ne: 
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SHANGHAI MUNICIPAL POLICE scuangHAl MURICIP AL FC! ne 


s Gon ECE | brat 
REPORT ot & 8. B. off ee" - 
Date... Pde 


si anchhbbib de LARD teehee 


Subject (in full)... Afanasy.._Ivanovitch Scherkekoffe.. 


eveeeseweececssssceeeeennectemmenernns sersesesensemereetsststantnet meet tt ett te 0 tO, 


A Ned ns ae 


e i ce a a te a a a a aR rte eer 
_ Made by__DeSe Tcheremshanskye _ Forwarded b 2 | 
j 
ij Info tion been received that &fanasy a 
Ivanovitech Scherbakoff, Manager of “Le Kozloff,* 
I Noe 107 Nanking Road orter of French goods j 
[ silk endwoollen materials and novelties and K, 
i ose _Exporter of Chinese antiques and curios, is a 
Secret Soviet Agent. He is registered as 2 0000 : 


___ Soviet. citizen and is in possession of Soviet 


__.__ passport Noe 184. He resides at Noe 37 Carter _ 
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Photograph attachede 
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